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West Seattle Water Taxi rewrites the 
record books in 2009 

Passenger-only service carries a record 203,229 riders 
during summer season 

The King County Water Taxi West Seattle route broke the 200,000 
rider mark in 2009, as the 12-year-old passenger ferry connecting 
West Seattle and downtown Seattle increased its annual ridership by 
21 percent over 2008. 

During the 2009 summer season:  

—The West Seattle route served a total of 203,229 riders;  
 
—Set individual monthly ridership records for each full operational 
month: May 2009 (31,557), June 2009 (33,865), July 2009 (46,861), 
August 2009 (43,981), and September 2009 (26,603); 

—The 46,861 riders in July set the mark as the top ridership month in 
the history of the King County Water Taxi West Seattle route; 

   
—August 2009 was the second highest ridership month in West Seattle 
route history (43,981 riders) and just the third month ever with 
43,000 or more riders (43,020 people rode in August 2007), and 

—Over the past five years, ridership on the West Seattle route has 
increased by 90 percent (from 106,316 riders in 2005 to 203,229 
riders in 2009).  

The King County Ferry District is a special purpose government created 
to provide passenger ferry service in King County. The Ferry District’s 



Board of Supervisors is composed of the members of the King County 
Council. The King County Marine Division operates the service under 
the name King County Water Taxi. 
 
For more information about the King County Ferry District visit 
www.kingcountyferries.org.  
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